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John Donaldson - Pitcher, Negro Leagues

A native of Glasgow, Missouri, John Donaldson enjoyed a 33-year career (1908 to 1941) in
baseball as he played for 25 teams, mostly in the Negro Leagues and barnstorming cir-
cuits. A left-handed pitcher, he won more than 400 games (the most in segregated base-
ball history) and struck out more than 5,000 batters. However, those statistics likely could
be far greater, considering that more than 150 of his known pitching performances have
no published strikeout total and more than 200 wins by teams he played for report no
pitcher of record. Donaldson was a founding member of the Negro League’s Kansas City
Monarchs in 1920, when he pitched, played center field and batted cleanup. In 1949, Don-
aldson was hired by the Chicago White Sox as a scout, becoming the first African-Ameri-
can full-time scout in Major League Baseball. He passed away in 1970.



