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Spirit Lake Beacon, Spirit Lake, IA

Thursday, June 22, 1916, Page 10, Column 3

* This is the second reference to this game, but does not 

mention that the Rats lost the first game. The wording is 

very confusing, because the previous Sunday’s game 

was played in Lake Wilson, Minnesota.

* There was also a section of a page dedicated to an ad for 

the game played on the same day, shown here on the 

next page. It is followed by a close up of the ad.
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! John Donaldson played for W.A. Brown and the Ten-

nessee Rats during the 1911 season, then played against 

the team a handful of times in the following years.

! While it is unknown about the relationship between 

the two men, it is widely known that W.A. Brown was an 

undesirable figure for many players. He had a way of 

claiming they used up their daily expenses, then neglected 

to pay them at the end of the season.
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Spirit Lake Beacon, Spirit Lake, IA

Thursday, June 22, 1916, Page 8, Column 1
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The Sioux City Tribune, Sioux City, IA

June 20, 1916, Page 2, Column 1 and 2
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Grand Forks Herald, Grand Forks, ND

June 20, 1916, Page 10

! We obviously have a lot of interest in this story, and 

you have to imagine that the games played in Lake Wilson 

created so much of a buzz that they were reported in 

newspapers from Spirit Lake and Sioux City, Iowa, all the 

way to Grand Forks, North Dakota in 1916!

! There are likely more reports surrounding the Lake 

Wilson tournaments, and we are always looking for more.
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