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Former black
baseball star on
this year's Hall of
Fame ballot
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By Robert WOlflng'ton

o hi$ time, pxtcher I ohn Wesley
ldson was recognized as one of the best
- ‘black baseball players in the country.

game he has an opportunity to be.
ortalized among the games all time

dson has a shot at the Hall of Fame.

ter Gorton of Minneapolis was intro-

ed to the Donaldson story when he was

1o research him for the book . -

inging for the Fences: Black Bascba.ll in

inesota.”

onaldson played a number-of ground

i g seasons in'Bertha, a city near

on’s home town of Staples. His careér

ioifldited from; roighly 1912-1934, including
amstonmng stints and time in the- Ncgm

Leagues. *

After the book: was published earlier this
‘year, Gorton continuéd to receive informa-
tior on Donaldson's career, mcludmg about
a number of games he played inthe |

Marshall area.

In July, Gorton’s research- ux)k on an
added importance.

‘The Baseball Hall of Fame in,
Cooperstown announced a special elecuon
for Negro League baseball players.

“We submitted a proposal for the Oct.-  *
-"30th ﬂeadhne, said Gorton. “They put out a
press release in July that said they were tak-
mg an open casting call for the special elec-

‘Tished Negro League rescarchiers figuring I

had a bunch of information, they had a little _

information, but nobody. (had everything).”
Through the connections Gorton has

made through his research, he put together -

~Almost 100 years after he started playing

dnlks to a fan who nevex saw him play, )

"! came wgc'.hex with 2 nuxber of estab- S

Ptioto prwrded by Peter Gorton
John Wesley Donaldson, fourth fromthe left, back row, is shown with his teammates on

" thie Bertha city team in central Minnesota. Donaldson played a number games in Minnesota
in the-early 1900s, prtchmg 1.housands of strikeouts.

HIS SHOT AT
~THE HALL

F ormer Negro League baseball player John Wesley
Donaldson, who often played in the Marshall area, is on
the shonf list for Natzonal Hall of Fame lnducnon

‘whiat he calls the
“Donaldson Network” to
help gather as much sta-
tistical information as
possible.

, “We put together quiet
an impressive points sta-
tistical analysis of his
entire career as we knew
it at that time,” said
Gorton. “We got around
200 victories and over
3,500 strikeouts (from

naldson).

“There has been some
debatc about the numbers but part of this
Hall of Fame nomination is the numbers, ot

‘my favorite part because I’m not an account-

ant. I had to learn how to do all of that.”

Thanks 16 the information provided to the .’

Hall of Fame Comumnittee, Gorton said
Donaldson made the short list of nominees.,

“(The committee) met on Nov. 7th in
Florida to go through the nominees,” said
Gorton. “They had somewhere around 93
nominees. They were trying to decxde who
was going to make it and who we’re gomg
to push forward.”

‘While Gorton believes Donaldson has a
good shot at the Hall of Fame, he points out
the impact the short list has on Donaldson s
legacy.

“The important part for Donaldson is that
he made the final hist,” said Gorton. “This
opporiunity is huge but if he doesn’t make
it, he made the list which means he was dis-

tinguished amongst the Negro Leaguers and
the black players.”

‘Alist of 39 candidates has been

. announced for the Negro League ballots.

Gorton said to be inducted from the bal-
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lot, a candidate requires 75 -
percent of the votes from the
12-member committee. He
said each candidate is voted
on individuaily, meaning al}
candidates could be inducted.
Since the Oct. 30 deadling, .

Gorton said he has continued

- to gather more information
from arcund the mid-west that
1is helping create a better pic-
ture of Donaldson’s career and
the history of one of his teams
the All Nations tcam. :

“If they do elect him, they .

will come-asking for more,”
~said Gorton. “I wonld assume

they would need to have dis-

plays and all the other stuff

. that goes in-the Hall of Fame.”.

“Donaldson and the teams he

- Gathering the information
over the years has given”

Gorton a bétter view of what

played on accomplished. He
said it hdsn’t been an easy.
process, but it’s a story that

 needs to be told.

“It’s a process, the reason
this story has been.onthe
moth balls for 80 years is
because it’s quiet a job,” said
Gorton. “We're coordinating
and assisting volunteers to
find as much as we can possi-

bly find.” '

‘Donaldson’s legacy as a.

- great black baseball player

was.ensured in the 1950s

 through a Pittsburgh _Coﬂrier"‘

newspaper poll R
. “In 1952 they came up with

- a poll of the greatest black
" - baseball.playess of all time,”

said Gorton. “On the list there-
are four guys that afen’t in the
Hall of Fame already who
were on the first téam, John
Donaldson was one of them.”

Ponaldson has become a
big part of Gorton’s life. .

“Donaldson was 50 ny
more then a baseball player.
He was a galvanizing figure in
the community- of humanity,
not just because he was.a

~ black person. He was the farst

black person a lot'of people ~
ever saw and he had the per- -

.s?na]ity that endeared to peo-
ple.” e o

Gorton said hé-’s feccivéd

“some help a little closer to -

home in the research process.
“My wife Kelly has fol- -
lowed me to.the ends to iry to -

figure this stuff out,” he

added. “She has listened to me
essentially work it out in'my"
head. To have somebody whe
understands the imporiance of

this is'extremely valuable”
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