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One of the world’s greatest baseball pitchers of all
time threw agalnst the Kenmare team 91 years ago

name and fame of pitcher John
Wesley Donaldson. He was a base-
balllegend. And in 1915, this famous
black barnstorming hurler came to
Keomare.
“This morth. heisbeing considernd
for induction into the Bascball Hall
of Fame. in'
‘The story of Donaldson, who
proved him: be the “World's

when baschall was divided by the

wlm\u\t:mnnmdymfwyour
s we await the final

 NewYork. {8

Pitcher - All Nations

Denaldson was invited to headline

chugged her way over the pines. fo

unison, spectatars craned their necks

to catch a glimpse of the femous

Lindbergh as he flew overhead.

Donaldson and Li sharod
oncthingi

enough o sec them with their own

eyes.
Hall of Fame biography
Shart Bmgnlphy of Donaldson
frou the Hall of Fruncl wobsite sn-
nouncement of the Februsry 27,
2006, volc of Pre-Negro League and
Negro League playcrs, managers,

owners:
John Donaldsun (John Wesley
L 1913-1934 (A left-

list of 2006 Basehsll Hall of Fame
inductecs, The final vote wil be ao-
nounced on Moaday, 2,

Donaldson’s story was hidden
away in of local aewspa-

deumrofsmchei Paige as nh:rn—

hended pitcher with a devastating

storming hurler,
many of the same towns where
Danaldson had shaweased his formi-
dable talents just n decade or two

curveball who excelled in the pre-
Negro k The mais

JL. Wilkinson's All Nations Team,
which broke ethnic barriers with

Kenmare ¥

1910... Pk:luredwilhlsmaswldogh the center and
background is the Kenmare Maroons amateur baseball team. Some of these same players may have faced All
Nations pitcher John Donaldson when he came ta town in 1915.

the young clty of Kenmare in the

magical moments and the over-
whe!lma%numhmsufsmkmumab

e
The pitchor’s prime years were
191110 1919 when }ww'n.l:hﬂsl.:r
hurler
-LL Wilkinson's All Nations am
The: All Nations featured a mix of
mjvndnunyeﬁmnln&gmundq,
‘ballclub first brought inter.
racial baschall to hundreds of Amesi-
can citics. He was the best-known
barnstorming pitche
before Satchel Paige, and Paige
pitched on many dinmonds \vhcw
Doualdson had dominatoed
0nJulu,25 1915 Dunaldson. n.nd

cr in the deende T

“The hoart of 1
mﬁmmwmmk«
handed pitcher, mu-rdmg to_ the

e
mandavcrugndbcmﬁmnu
snelooute or gume... Fsished his

near-perfoct control and averaged 20
strikooulsa game”and had a“sharp-
hrmlung curve ball that was frster

hm 1
Upon the foundmg of the Ncgm
League in 1920, he played
an oukﬁdd&'rﬁx the*“top dubs” most
notably the Kausas City Mmm
all the way into the 1930s.

1o his greatness
Donaldson’s tremendous talent
and pitching skills ted Hall of
Fame mannger John
Nchothmnmroeqy."ld\inkhni‘

it epeod that was elativelyun:
wntil recent years. | reccived
by five years agn from Steve
Hofleck, iy former high school
history teacher, aking i would ke

to join a team of writers to

ﬂwfrmusx
would give $50.000 for him if it
weren't for the color line in baseball ™

beschall”
Fcn.nﬂ:‘guem League plzyers
choice &xt}m first hzunl(_h,-}mndal

Hoffbxek wondored if 1 would take
ot the chadlenge of rescarching the
eaccer of an elusive uld-time
pitcher~Jobn Dongldson ook on

pitcher in 1952 Pitts-
hmﬂ\ Caurier poll of the bext black

e sl e o Donlioan

topitch in

and scarched thou-
smdﬂl'mixofmn'nﬁlmulw\‘hm!c
in m sa-um and found the box
scoros of lom-@mmi but stol-

the country from Palm Beach t
Prsadenn, always Jiving up w the
expectations of groatnoss thrust

Lastjuly the Hall of Fame askod
[or m‘eommtndlbwns of Hadl- 01-

fora
& Negro Lengues and Pm~Ncgm
Leagues clection.
with dnewmlﬂmﬁmrdufnrmml
the Donaldson Network,

awofthe "

mg & with the Kansas City

Monarchs. .. A first-tears member of
the repowned 1952 Pittshurgh Cou-
rier oted poll of the Negro

Texghc best payore:

o .

Highfights, 3

Joha Donaklsonts esifisblastatis-

tical analysis consists of gamos
lelson pitched in thathave been
in hundreds of surviv-
ing newspapers from his era.
John Donaldson's major statistics

235+

alsois
pitchors all time
The Donaldson netwark uncov-
admmmnumbamh I

Reprinted from The Kenmaro News
lune 24, 1915
(Announcement of the vpcoming game).

BASEBALL ATTRACTION
The Schmelzer Arras Co’s

tion Star Players ofl\snsas Ci
engagement with the Kenmare ball team on
the local dinmond at 2 pm tomorrow sfierncon.
Joha Donaldson, w(lh(mt dunbuhr greatest
pitchor in the worl

tal pitcher, who won ninctoen
games for dapan University; Bluekoui, the gi-
ant Hawaiirn considered by critics to be the
best all-around player on the dub are now tour-
ing the United States in their own private car

Largest crowd of season comes out for
All Nations vs. Kenmare baseball game

Reprinted from The Kenmare Nows
July 1, 1915
(Report on the big game)

ALL NATIONS WIN
In & hard fought hattle betwoen the All Na-
tions and Kenmare last Friday afternoon, the
former team wor oat in the finish. For  pum-
berof innings the loca team held the score down.
10 3-3, when in the kst of the sevench inning
two more runs were brot in by the teaveling
aggregation. making the score 5-3 in their fa-
Vo Th grae s oessod by oncaf the larg-
esterowds out to 3 garac this season, 1oany be-
ing in atiendanee from Norma, Niobe, ood
Bowbells. The majority of the businces houses

Friday, Junc

and will groct you on the Kenmare diamond
25th,

Only two Kenmare piayers were named in reports
BmmaghmmdeVsd Teams played included Portal, Lansford, Kenaston,
Donnybrock, Crosby, and Ambrose.

closed shop from 2 to 4 clock to let the clorks
sco the game.

of the bassball games of 1915,

gamessrccombipod vith kaown
Donaldson current

tly registers
with 264 wins, Mlouuundﬁ)sﬂ
strilecouts as of January 19, 2006.
Donakdson’s

Moet-ldm Dmddsonand Potor

ofk‘amemthemm@cfhmm

%‘Iedmemavefwnm
throughout

dwbmmd&amnndﬁ\rﬂ]dawth

mu:ﬂwuwd in the rarest of ways,
with the possible ead result beiog
Donaldson's cloction to baschall's
Hallof Fame.

Gorwn. who works for a do:;

tion that employed his awesome

carcer. Onemm'cundb_vm

The color line preveated Joho
Danaldson from entering white ar-
ganized basaball and reaching the
national stage—or reaching real
fame and fortuae. The wealk struc-
fawre of black baschall in the decade
from 1910 to 1920 grve only limited
opgortunitics for a lughly talonted
pitecher to thrive. Inck profes-
sional teams, mmrdmg to historan
Sules' clied
o lncnw rmdwnu.ﬁ

ning
Thercfore,

Imwuhmmmuh

lines prined the ticket huying pub-
build hiskeg: €

town. roced

2 call cut of the blue five years ago

from Steve Hoffbock, his old social

studies teacher.
Haﬂbu&waswrmngnbukon

the history of black baschall

in Minoesota and wondtrod if

inexperience in the

Am( -wuywh weont. This
promotion of an African American
froco Glasgow, Missouri, was revolu-
uunxry. me had a

ing an elusB-ue old-ume pitcher

Wmmled(mmnwﬂw
> in Bertha about 15

5,000 rolls of microfilm. He keeps
" havviing

of Stapl

in
mwsm;x'm lm.’umg a famous por-
sana with every stop oo the railway
syster

an.
Donaldson broke many deep-
moud stercotypes. One such ex-
yple took place in Duluth, Minac-
monJunn 15.1923. Traeclingon
Owraﬂswimhhxhams(umingbnlt
ub and thoir

mﬂhwm.nlSt Clood. Inside, he saw
2 poster fonl Donaldson, who
played in Bertha in the 1920s He
louked down from the poster and saw:
a picture of boys playing baskethall
umdylﬂyudn(n,p

computer is choked with files,
scanneddi and photos. Heand
his'ﬂf& j, Apent an anaiversary
atan

lt’sall part of s preater good.
This guy just got inside mo.”

The Al\ Nations team phmo 19!3

onccsaid, S dunkhnst}x‘gnnm-‘t]
have evor socn. and
S50,000 for am if  woreasfor the
color Ling in basehall”

Doanldson scouted for the White

I'upls lu:« drive. The gm’l(u otva-
sproading & story that Gorton
ﬁecls hc ia meant to tell.
“Do [ think he is worthy of being
AH.:)] oﬂ'hw’Aheolqu\s
said “Dopoople knovw who he s? No

body knows about this, and now we
b ot 8

Gorton said. “There’s
him. £

ster Gorton was in that picture.
il looking for Joha
" id, “and 1 found

bocame o
pitchor with the All Nations team, a
wunng ballclub founded tmd gundad

xnmvodmdw(ﬂ—

abaut
upwith mt}ungmmlmlmg
Legend spread

quicidy

Finding these facts — aod that
‘waR just & quick snapshot — made
& hecould

. P
WHAT WAS SAID
In 1952, the Pitisburgh (ouner
ran a Jist of thy

he con-

3 lag.

orste
siders.

team called All Na-

ownerd. L. Willds

show, Donaldson
nith City 10 scclaim from the local
press. Helmew

ﬂ\nspouull'ebmarv Hall of Fame
fection ballot).

“The All Nations squad competed
against anyone who would play
ite semi-pro teams, re-

gional all-star teams,
sional all-black teams, and
Donaklson was the star with undis-
putable talent.

Donaldson and the All Nations

! a
mere three years prior. OnJumls,
1920, three black circus workars were
brutally lynched by 2 mob of nearly
10,000 angry citizens seeking re-
vmgeﬁrnnaﬂmdamxdcnpona

taposion of e pictures

marked lx-gmm ‘a sbrang

odymecy” i =
Gorton compiled more thea

enough research for a

Foffoeekcs paok “Swinging for the

Focsehich was rlensod i K-

umm,ampmmdmmdcﬁm

f«.r‘mmn?qzﬂmvuc - nnd arcason

the region. As blacks fled the city in
fea, Doaaldscn bucked the cureeat

kv\\nandmxsscrwfhcﬁmx{dle
Us, from ito Monts

thai he had so 4~Im‘1umdy bq{nn

from Wisconsin to farthost Nonh
Dakuca. Danaldson’s charisma and

speaking years

“historically significant” The
answor canc thissummer. when the

i Minnesots "
12—ej P

aroand 1912

aall to nominate from
Neaor i

formation of the Nogro Leagues.

spodial cloction.

< of all-time. Elcven of the 16 plxv—
ers nawed on the “first team” are
currently in the Hall of Fame. Four
othess, meluding John Donal
are on a special ballot that will be
voted on in Februacy. Here is a
sample of some Minnesota.

88 he moved from twn to town, dis-
‘with easc the best hitters

newspa-
per Dumddsm. Rsuperd
itcher who hurled

of 150 ¢ across the country 0
Gorton

mainly in thc 19105 and 19205 -

patching
the arca had w offce.
show he was 80-5 over a two-year
streteh. Equnlly impressive was his
diplomacy and gracein i ora of
ficree:

“He was r.umma and poople in
Minncso sta doved hi,” Gorton said.

scour of bheat
the nominating deadline oﬂ(u.llmv
cen. In late November. Donaldsor

was listed among the 39 ndidazs
mgamemxymﬂmliaﬂm'!'arm in

Mojor g B
ball was integrated.

“Ho becano the talk ofthe fans o
every place that he played and be-
came the druwmg card and the

only ane instance of thes 'e!dm—
acee Jahn Dongidson

the decp-seatod prejudice of these

1927 pn anbiti

tor acted ngainst the stercotypes of
theem. Hisexcellonceon the mound
wasa dc.mm:m to ravism and his

eeence on the mound
plzmlnd thc geeds to bring forth im-
provemeuts in racial attitudes in

symbol of American &
pinned un a young Minnesotan
named C} . He

grow
u;\ mtmymyoful.dc Falle 2 the

gressman. Astheworld
n:ad hcndlmc:, of his daring solo story.
crossing of the Atlastic. Jalm

edign that belped uneincend caumt.

less articles and boxscores from

games in the 1920s, Lator, when
umored to

for an article r
bemmuldpepﬂ:fmm“reﬂﬁan
Gortoa randomly fli; the

firstcopy e found from the approxi-  tered

mate era — and tuned right to the
Gorton bas looked at moro than

s 0 good, 0
piakiragiv pitched three

G;nm and his ‘Dom.ldsm Y;m
200 victorics and 3,500 :.n]mouw

Bertha—

towns the
Jobn MeGraw, the Hall of Fame
manager from the New York Giants,

already. By the time of the vote in
February, Ge
numbers to 250 victories aad 4,000
strilscouts.

Donaldson will need to earn nine
votes from a 12-member committec
::}amclmmn burtm.lmwuvm‘.

ping [

conpectod thh
IKLNMWAJL
strikeout rocord is 26 men in
one gnme and it is said that but for
his color he would be in the big
leagues.” LITTLE FALLS DAILY
TRANSCRIYL
“Scoring for the locals was a
tough dpwpnsi[ion_..bonuldsau
seemed unable to get over his
LL

WLL.LS FO-

ultimate honor is only part of what

strikeout habit.” MARSHA
NEWS S GER.
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