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mty, a legend that was relativel;
ARG IR

Seek information on
black ball player at-
Brinsmade in 1915

There was a time ‘When just.
about everyone .in North Dakota.
knew the name and fame of pitcher |
John Wesley Donaldson He was a
baseball legend; And. {71915, this
famous biack barnstormi hurler
came to Brinsmadé: .

This. month he is be ng con51d-
ered for induction int¢:the Baseball
Hail of Fame in Coopetstown, New
York. The final vote will be an-
nounced on February 27 by the .
Baseéball Hall of Fame::

The story of Donaldson, who X
proved himself to be‘tht “World's _
Greatest Negro Pitcher™in a time
when baseball was divided by the
_color line, is a timely topic for con- _
sideration as the final list of 200
Baseball Hall of F
being i
incidentally, duri
Month.

Donaldson’s story was hidden’,
away in hundreds of local newspa-
per stories that preserved some of
the magical moments and the ove
whelming numbers af stnkeou
lated by this left-handed

wonder, - I“a,me
The pitcher’s ears were agked for recommendations of
1911 to 1919; wh sthestar - Hgall-Of. Fame-worthy ballplayers

hurler of J:L. Wilkinson’s All Na- " "fon a special, Negrp Leagues. and
tions team. The All Nations fea-' Pre-Negro Leagues elect
tured a mix of players of yany eth- .. Already armed with th
nic backgrounds, and the ball club | of research, Gorton fory
first brought interracial baseball Donaldson Network, a group with
to hundreds of American cities. He ' gie. goal to uncover as mPCh of
was the best-known barnstorming  Doraldson’s hard-to-track careeras
pitcher in the decade before Satchel-~ggsible before the finai»kafl of
Paige, and Paige pifthed on many " Fame vote. Today the volunteerhet-.
diamonds where Donaldson ha Wwork consists of over 150 resea¥ch-
213, historians and authors. To date
they have documented over 25Gvic-
tories and ever 4,000 strikeout® for
‘Denaldson - ranking him anfong
tHe game’s all-time best., -

the colossal reputation. The game ““Pynaldson’s appearance; at
was called aftef 12 innings with- Brinsmade can contact Gorton at
out a run scored by either teamsi~ 1997 Washingtén St NE; Mlsme.
The legend of John Donaldson had’: "zpolis, MN 55413 or. call hith at
spread to another North Dakota™ '612.325.7815 ¢r.send e-mails to

‘pwgortonmb@hotmail.com:- More
kG

h tp://

Peter W. Gorton omeneapohs, johnd on:bravehost dom,

Minn. received a call five years ago ~hdp: Fardiive.columbiatrfoun
from Steve Hoffbeck, 5

rimer high 11/2005/jun/20050611sp
$cHool history tedcher, dsking if he 0,0%3 asp and http:/archive,colum
would like to join a team of writers  pjatribune. com/2005/_]un/2005
to contribute to Hoffbeck’s latest ~06125p0r006 asp. ;
book, “Swinging for the Fences.!?
Black Baseball in Minnesota”
(MHS PRESS, 2005)." The book.“’”.
chronicles the accomplishments of
black baseball players in the state.
Hoffbeck wondered if Gorton would
take on the challenge of research-
ing the career of an glusive old-time
pitcher - John Dotialdson: Gorton

Anyone with information aBout
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